CHAPTER XVI.
Of the action of the Federal Government during the administration of Mr. Monroe I have nothing farther to say, but I cannot pass without noticing two visits I made to Virginia during his last term, the incidents of which were interesting to me and the relation of them may be somewhat so to others. It seems unavoidable in writings of this kind to make oneself to a great extent                        1 the hero of the narrative, although the offensive intrusion of " the                        j eternal I" is as disagreeable to me as it can be to the reader. I                        j doubt not that when Mr. Jefferson feelingly exclaims in his auto-                        I biography, that he is tired of speaking of himself, he disclosed * the true reason why that work was not continued to its proper                        \ termination: and I am continually tempted by the same induce-                        ' ment to bring my story to an abrupt close.                                                               <
I paid my first visit to Mount Vernon on the invitation of Judge                        •
Bushrod Washington to spend Christmas with him, accompanied                        '
by Gen. C. F. Mercer who had been the bearer of the invitation. A closer acquaintance confirmed my impressions of the purity of                        ;
the Judge's character, and I was agreeably surprised by the vivacity of his disposition. His mental qualifications were of a highly respectable order, and united to the simplicity and frankness of his manners made his society peculiarly agreeable, and his cordial hospitality assisted by the Herberts,1 Mrs. Washington's nephews who besides their other accomplishments sang remarkably well, made ours a merry Christmas. Mrs. Washington had been a long time bed-ridden, but the singing drew her to the head of the stair case and it was delightful to see how much this circumstance excited the Judge's sensibilities and added to the general hilarity. In the course of the evening we availed ourselves of the fine weather to take a stroll on the lawn, and leaving the young people to their amusements he led the way to a covered walk in the adjoining grove. I spoke of the extent to which my interest in the beautiful scene about us was enhanced by the associations, to which he assented and added that my observation reminded him. of an occasion when he paced that walk as we were now doing1, but with a more troubled heart.
" I received" said he, " a letter from the General" (his invariable synonym for his uncle)  " in the spring before his death re-
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